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On behalf of all Vancouver residents and
City Council, | am honoured to welcome
you to Pride 2017

Vancouver's Pride Parade and Festival
is one of the biggest and best in the
world, attracting hundreds of thousands
of residents and visitors every year to
show support and join in the festivities.
Besides being a fabulous time, Pride is
a celebration of hard-fought progress

in the community’s work to secure legal
and lived equality. Pride is also a time to
celebrate Vancouver's commitment to
diversity, equality, and inclusion.

This year the City of Vancouver is once
again excited to celebrate the launch

of Pride Week at Jim Deva Plaza in the
heart of Davie Village. Jim was an inspira-
tion to many. His irrepressible courage
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and tireless advocacy for equal rights
and free expression played an enormous
role in shaping the city that Vancouver is
today. As Mayor, it was an honour and a
privilege to march with Jim each year at
Vancouver Pride, and his legacy contin-
ues to inspire our work to keep building
a safer, prouder, more inclusive and more
equal Vancouver.

| would once again like to thank the
Vancouver Pride Society, its sponsors,
and the dedicated team of volunteers for
hosting such a world-class celebration of
culture, freedom, and community spirit in
Vancouver.

On behalf of the City of Vancouver and
the City's LGBTQ2+ Advisory Committee,
Happy Pride!
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Message from the
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

On behalf of the Vancouver Pride
Society’'s Board of Directors, we welcome
you to the 39th Annual Pride Season.

We want to start by acknowledging that
Fride is celebrated on the occupied,
traditional, ancestral and unceded
territories of the Coast Salish peoples —
the x*maBk“ayam (Musqueam),
Skwxwu7mesh (Squamish),and Salilwata?
/Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh). nations.

We are grateful for the opportunity to
celebrate on this beautiful land.

As our festivities get underway, it is an
opportunity for all of us to remember
why we celebrate. While many of us

live the lives we want, members of the
LGEBTGQZ2+ community in other parts of
the world, like Chechnya, live in fear. We
support them in their ongoing struggle
for human rights.

The fight for rights around the world can
also be a reminder that there is more we
can do closer to home. This year marked
a significant milestone for transgender
rights in Canada thanks to the passing
of Bill C-16, which added protections for
gender identity and gender expression

in the Human Rights Act and Criminal
Code. Despite this legislative victory,

the debate surrounding it has been a
sobering reminder of the amount of
transphobia that exists in our society. It is
another reason we need Pride.

Our community also has taken the
opportunity to begin some long

overdue conversations about making

our events more accessible for queer
Indigenous people, black queer folks
and QTIPoC. We have heard how police
involvement in Pride has created barriers
for some in our community, and we

have made changes to our parade as a
result. We will continue to incorporate
suggestions made during our community
consultations as we work to create

the most inclusive, accessible events
possible.

We grow by learning from each other.
We hope you take time to reflect on

My Pride, and share your story with your
community.

Have a safe and happy Pride!
Charmaine de Silva & Michelle Fortin

2017 Pride Guide



HAPPY PRIDE, VANCOUVER

<ABLEA HOMER st

BAR - BISTRO CAFE AND BAR

WENTWORTH

Hospitality Graxp




INDIGENOUS WELCOMES

Greater Vancouver Native
Cultural Society

Members of the Greater Vancouver Native
Cultural Society, a non-profit Two-Spirit
community organization, will be present
at all Pride events to perform the Down
Ceremony. The Down Ceremony is a
sacred ceremony used by many coastal
First Nations, and gives an opportunity to
cleanse the grounds on which Pride events
will be held. The Down feathers, which are
blown into the air, is a part of the ceremo-
ny cleansing which offers a blessing, and
it may fall on your person. It also signifies
that “we come in peace!”

Two-Spirit

The term “Two-Spirit” has a number of
meanings within several different contexts.
For instance, in contemporary times with
the advent of lesbian and gay liberation,
Two-Spirit means aboriginal people who
identify themselves as gay or leshian. The
terms ‘gay’ and ‘lesbian’ are European in
origin. Therefore, Two-Spirit is preferred
because it is more culturally relevant to
Aboriginal lesbians and gay men.

When the Europeans came to Turtle Island,
they brought with them their religions,
their values, and their way of looking at
the world, which adversely affected Ab-
original communities including our sexual
expression. We learned before coloniza-
tion that Two-5Spirit was a gift, which had
promise and potential. Two-Spirit people
were respected and honoured, and were
visionaries and healers in our communities.
We have rediscovered that we continue to
have a spiritual place in our world.

Aboriginal culture is recognized for its
emphasis on balance and harmony in all of
creation. No one element, force, or impulse
dominates the others. The term Two-Spirit
originates from the First Mations recog-
nition of the traditions and sacredness of

people who maintain a balance by housing
both the male and female spirit.

Elders teach us that Two-Spirit people
have a special place in our communities.
We believe that Two-Spirit people have
specific duties and responsibilities to
perform. With traditional teachings and
training these may include: counselling,
healing, being pipe carriers, being vision-
aries (seers) and conducting oneself in
accordance with our belief that all life is
respected.

Based on historical evidence that comes
from recorded material, out of ninety-nine
tribes, there are references to gay culture
in eighty-eight of them, of which twenty
made specific references to lesbian-

ism. One among the Crow, for instance,
Two-Spirit men were responsible for cut-
ting down the tree which is used for the
Sun Dance ceremony. This is a respected
and vital position to hold in the ceremony.

Coming together in the urban setting has
allowed us to look at our sexuality from
political perspectives, which allows for
empowerment of Two-5Spirit people. Orga-
nizations, such as the ‘Two-Spirit People
of the First Nations’, have been founded
and give validity to the vital role which
Two-Spirit people are striving to reclaim
our traditional positions within our Nations
and are taking our rightful place.

Vancouver Pride Parade and Festivals all take place on the occupied, ancestral,
and unceeded territories of the x*maBk*ayam (Musqueam), Skwxwu7mesh
(Squamish),and Salilwata?/Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh).

10
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Toonies For Pride

during all of our major festivals.

Funds raised during the 2017 Pride season
not only go towards making a world-class

We're proud to partner with the Vancouver Pride Society!

We're hosting a fundraiser on:

JULY 20", RUGLIST 17" SEPTEMBER 21
6:00PM TO 11:00PM

MILESTONES ROBSON'S BAR

10% DF ALL SALES FROM THE BAR THAT EVENING WILL BE DONATED

10 THE VANCOUVER PRIDE SOCIETY

Come for the pood cause. Stay for the Live DJ, Drag
Queens, $4 Happy Hour Drink Specials all night, & so

much I'I"IOFE‘.
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SAFEWAY €Y

During the 2017 Vancouver Pride Parade on
August 6th, toss your toonies into the giant
rainbow flag carried by Safeway’s fundrais-
ing flag-bearers. There will also be plenty of
other opportunities to donate your toonies

Pride Parade and festivals which are free
for everyone to attend, but also support
non-profit organizations that provide
services to Vancouver's LGBTQ2+ commu-
nities. Pride events give community groups
opportunities to collaborate and, in turn,
reach a much wider audience.

The Vancouver Pride Society's Parade and
festivals would not be possible without the
generosity and support of our communi-
ties. With your help, we are able to work
with diverse groups to remember our his-
tory and the challenges we've conquered
together, while recognizing the work that
we still need to do to achieve equality

The Big Pride 50/50

The 2017 Big Pride 50/50 will help fund
three amazing programs for the 2018
Season. This year we launched our Pride
Greening Strategy to make our events more
environmentally sustainable. Funds from
this year’s 50,/50 will support an expansion
of the program in 2018. Funds will also be
used to support the creation of more space
for community entries in the 2018 Vancou-
ver Pride Parade. Finally, the funds will help
support the Pride Knowledge Exchange
Program which provides small bursaries for
individuals and community groups to at-
tend or create events and share knowledge
with their local communities. Buy 50/50
tickets for a chance to win up to $9,999!

Purchase tickets from VancouverPride.ca —
Pride 50/50 or from the Sisters of
Perpetual Indulgence at any of our events.

2017 Pride Guide
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2017 PRIDE GRAND MARSHALS y '

Cup project and received a free soccer
ball. Serwetnyk sees this as just the start,
and states: “Everyone is welcome. We
strive to create a joyful and empowering
environment that is tangible for girls
from all cultural backgrounds and per-
ceived abilities.”

Galvanized by attending seven men's
and five women's World Cups since ltalia
1990, she also runs a Free Kick Soccer
League for youth. Carrie wants “to create
Carrie Serwetnyk is a former Canadi- an environment that captures the festive

an MNational Team soccer player and the global spirit of friendship, vitality and

first woman inducted in the Canadian goodwill.” This is especially important in

Soccer Hall of Fame. She has spent a life- light of the next two World Cups being

time inspired by the beautiful game. held in countries (Russia and Qatar)
where individuals are beaten, imprisoned

In recent years, she has devoted her- and murdered for being gay.

self to creating greater equity for girls

and women, on and off the field, as She says, “it's a wonderful honour to

the founder of Equal Play, a non-profit be selected as a Grand Marshall for the

organization. More than 3,000 Vancouver Vancouver Pride Parade. Usually | am
elementary school girls have participated plotting out which curb to sit on. Thank
in an Equal Play Girls Leadership World you for this fabulous opportunity.”

Fraser Doke was only 54 when he
died in March, but wore many hats

in his short life. A common theme
through Fraser’s life was his deep car-
ing for social justice and addressing
inequality. As a long term McLaren
Housing Society program participant
receiving a portable housing subsidy,
Fraser was always eager to talk open-
ly about living with HIV/AIDS, the
impact it had on his daily life and the
challenges of aging with this episodic
and chronic health issue.

the board of both Positive Living BC and

As a proud gay man, Fraser was a found- the Vancouver Pride Society. These are
ing member of Grey and Gray. He was a but a few of the many causes he support-
past chair of Raise the Rates, he volun- ed. He dedicated his life to the service

teered for Vancouver Pride, Surrey Pride, of others and worked hard every day to
the Celtic Festival and the NDP; he sat on help those around him.
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When Tru Wilson was refused the
right to attend school as a girl at Ladner's
Sacred Heart School, Tru and her family
filed a Human Rights Complaint against
the school and the Catholic Independent
Schools of the Vancouver Archdiocese
for not supporting her gender identity.

In response, the Catholic School Board
became one of the first in North America
to develop a policy to support gender
expression in 2014.

Tru and her family went on to participate
in a Vancouver Parks Board transgender
awareness campaign. In 2015, Tru was
recognized by Vancouver Magazine as
one of the city's 50 most powerful and
influential people. When the Royals visited
Canada in 2016, Prime Minister Trudeau
personally acknowledged Tru for her ad-
vocacy during an Experience 150 and Me
Youth reception. In 2017, Tru was named
"Sexual Health Champion” by Vancouver's
Options for Sexual Health.

Her advocacy work continues to this day;
Tru and her family are currently involved
in two documentaries that celebrate trans
kids and their families. They continue to
speak at various events about trans rights,
the importance of being true to yourself,
and the need to support your child in their
transition.

LONDON DRUGS

Proud community supporter

2017 Pride Guide
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PRIDE YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP

The Pride Youth Scholarships serve to
reward individuals for their contributions
and leadership in LGBTQ2+ communi-
ties. The Vancouver Pride Society, with
its partners Vancouver Frontrunners and
LOUD Business, recognize youth for their
work in creating safe spaces and promot-
ing queer inclusion and rights.

A

In June of this year, LOUD Board Member
Graeme Boyd presented the second

year of Pride Youth Scholarships during
the 5tandOUT! Awards ceremony. Three
outstanding individuals each received a
$2,000 grant funded by the Vancouver
Pride Society. The society is incredibly
proud of this year’s recipients and we
thank the LOUD Foundation Selection
Committee. We see a bright future ahead
for Vanessa Tufts, Elisse Marchessaults,
and Sylvia Machat.

LOUD Business is now accepting ap-
plications for scholarships that will be
awarded in 2018. Self-nominations are
encouraged. For more information on
all scholarships provided by the LOUD
Foundation, please visit loudbusiness.
com/philanthropy

WE HAVE

14 LOCATIONS IN THE LOWER AINLAND

16
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STANDOUT! AWARDS RECIPIENTS

The StandOUT! Awards, formerly the Legacy Awards, is a night to acknowledge the indi-
viduals who have contributed to the LGBTQ2+ communities they belong to. All recipients
are nominated by the community and chosen by a panel of volunteer community mem-
bers. Five recipients received awards in six categories this year : Business, Educator, Social
Activist, Friend Of The Environment, Youth, and the Kimberly Nixon Trans, Two-Spirit,
Gender Non-conforming Contribution To Community Award.

Niis Miou
(Travis Angus),
Miis Miou (Travis
Angus), recipient of
the Red-Business

SLUSINness

] P IR
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advocates for the
acceptance of
LGBTQ and Two-
Spirit communities. He has promoted
safety for these groups in the business,
recovery, health, politics, health care,
hairdressing, culinary and education fields.

He promotes the understanding of his
culture by providing blessings, prayers,
openings and teachings to others through
his work with the Greater Vancouver
Mative Cultural Society . Travis fosters four
lovely Aboriginal children, and facilitates
Two-Spirit and LGBTQ workshops for the

fostering federation.
=

Idris Hudson,
recipient of
the

is a dedicated
Compassion
Advocate and
Group Facilitator.
In the past five
years, Idris began
sharing his own personal experiences

with homelessness, addiction and sexual
exploitation with the LGETQ2+ community
through a series of workshops and private
speaking engagements.

Idris has been a part of organizing the
annual Recovery Day Festival, and the
Clean, Sober & Proud : Untoxicated event.
In 2015, Idris delivered his first keynote
TEDx Talk Consciousness Is Irreversible,

18

and served on the 2016 Senior Board of
Advisors for the TEDxSFU Organizing
Committee.

Danny

Ramadan,
recipient of the

y L

found his calling

in activism, civil
society, journalism
and creative writing.
He has been involved in coordinating
efforts and raising over $80,000 to support
gueer and trans refugees from Syria to
immigrate to Canada, his new home. To
celebrate his activism, he was a Grand
Marshal in the 2016 Vancouver Pride
Parade.

Danny is an experienced journalist with
bylines appearing in the Washington Post,
The Guardian, and Foreign Policy. His novel,
The Clothesline Swing, was published in
2017 to rave reviews. Danny is also a public
speaker and storyteller, featured in the
International Day Against Homophobia and
Transphobia Breakfast, National Liberal
Convention 2016, and TEDxSFU 2016.

Jacquoline

Martin, recipient
of the !

. 15 a twenty-
six-year-old award
winning, disabled b
entrepreneur - il W
from Waterloo,

Ontario. Jacquoline uses her epilepsy and
lived experience as fuel to advocate for
various vulnerable groups across Canada.

2017 Pride Guide



BIG. JUICY. TASTY.

Jacquoline is the founder of Vancouver
Qutreach: a bi-weekly distribution program
to the less-fortunate that reside in the
eastern core of Vancouver. The primary
focus of the program is to educate youth on
stereotypes surrounding homelessness, while
empowering students to get in engaged in
community activities. The secondary goal is
to address carbon emissions generated by
food waste.

Jacquoline has partnered with Refood
Rescue Foundation which helps redistribute
food to help combat the rising methane
levels being generated by discarded excess
goods. Jacquoline is the CEO and founder
of SORA, North America’s first charitable
subscription box.

Cormac 3 " Gob Our burgers are made with fresh,
O’Dwyer, recipient never frozen Alberta Angus beef. Then
of both the Bl we add fresh, hand cut lettuce, tomato,
Yout| ! and ;“I“_.‘QD%E“ ' onions and your choice of free toppings.
i Every meal is cooked to order, just
' the way you want it - using only the
freshest ingredients and traditional
cooking methods. So rest easy,
. came out as trans when friends. You don't need to deprive
he was thirteen. Cormac’s experiences of your taste buds any longer.

transitioning in school were used to develop
the updated Vancouver School Board

SOGI Policy, which passed in 2014 despite
hateful opposition. Over the past ten years
he has been heavily involved in advocacy

for LGBTQ2+ rights in policy-making and FHTB U H G EH
educational settings, as well as in television, e
newspaper, and radio. &

His recent work includes advising the
Ministry of Health on the development
of a program to repair the deficit and

discrimination of trans and gender variant r"’appy ‘Pride —!_._

folks in healthcare. He is also involved in

coordinating and facilitating the First and rVanCOﬂVﬂr!

Second Annual Diverse Sexual Crientations

and Gender ldentities Conference, and .
presents lectures on gender diversity in 1067 Davie St. (at Thurlow) | 1101 Denman St.

schools across the Lower Mainland. and many more locations throughout BC

: ; www.fatburgercanada.com
2017 Pride Guide 19




ACCESSIBILITY AT PRIDE

Vancouver Pride’s Accessibility
Program in Partnership with
YVR

The Vancouver Pride Society strives

to make our events as accessible as
possible, and each year we implement
feedback from previous years in order
to do so. Many of our events take place
in parks around Vancouver, which are
open and accessible to everyone, and
our parade route includes an accessible
viewing area. For more information
about accessibility, please consult the
appropriate event pages, or check out
our website to get information and make
reservations.

Notice of LOCATION CHANGE
for 2017 Pride Parade
Accessible Viewing Area

This year, the large Accessible Parade
Viewing Area has MOVED from Alex-
andra Park to the south side of Beach
Avenue and Broughton Street. For acces-
sibility information on the Parade Route,
turn to page 41.

20

>

Thank You

Vancouver Pride is proud to partner with
YVR in creating a more accessible Pride
for everyone. For many years, YVR stood
at the front of the pack when it came

to barrier-free initiatives (now known as
universal access). YVR has incorporated
accessible features into all of their
construction since the Airport Authority
took over in 1992, and is determined to
become recognized by the communities
they serve for exemplifying what an
accessible airport looks like.

All costs associated with Vancouver
Pride's 2017 Accessibility Program are
courtesy of YVR and the ad revenue from
the 2017 Pride Guide.

Cost

The majority of Vancouver Pride Society
events are free and are suitable for
people of all ages. There are a few
ticketed events during the year. VPS5

will provide tickets free of cost to our
ticketed events if requested.

Descriptive Narration for the
Visually Impaired Community

Due to the work of Richard Marion, a
member of the blind community, this will
be the third Pride Parade which has Live
Description provided by VocalEkye.

Headsets and priority seating are
provided free of charge to those who
are blind or partially sighted in the

new Accessibility Zone at Beach and
Broughton. For more information on the
new Accessibility Zone, turn to page 41.

Vocalkye is a non-profit society and the
first live descriptive arts service for the
blind in Canada. They are dedicated to
making theatre, arts, and cultural events
more accessible for people of all ages
with vision loss. For more information,
visit vocaleye.ca

2017 Pride Guide



ACCESSIBILITY AT PRIDE

ASL Interpretation

In 2017, professional ASL Interpretation
was provided at the StandOUT! Awards
and at East Side Pride. Interpretation will
also be provided at Pride Sports Day,
Sunset Beach Festival, and on the Pride
Farade route. Student interpreters will
also be invited to facilitate socializing

at the Davie Street Party, and the Terry
Wallace Memorial Breakfast.

A shaded area is reserved at East

Side Pride, Pride Sports Day, and

Sunset Beach in sight line of the ASL
interpreters for any deaf or hard of
hearing folks (and their friends) to
clearly see the interpreters and socialize.
If yvou would like to volunteer to host a
Deaf social space at our events, contact
accessibilityi@vancouverpride.ca or call
604-687-0955.

Intervenors

The VPS will hire an intervenor on
request for any member of the Deaf-
Blind community. To request an
intervenor, please contact accessibility@
vancouverpride.ca or call 604-687-0955.

Shaded Accessibility Areas

Shaded Accessibility Areas are set up

at all Festivals and the 2017 Vancouver
FPride Parade for any attendees requiring
them. There will be additional seating
for companions of those who use the
accessibility areas. Seating is available
with space for mobility devices.

Fully Accessible Gender Neutral
Washrooms

All of our events have fully accessible
gender neutral washrooms. When

the Vancouver Pride Society rents a
space for an event that has gendered
washrooms, we ensure gendered signs
are covered for the event.

2017 Pride Guide

Visibility and Representation On
Stage

In response to feedback from our
Community Consultations, we are
committed to hiring community
members with differing abilities, as well
as trans identified folks and people of
color wherever possible. This will be done
both in providing ASL interpretation and
on our stages with performers.

Scent-Reduced Events

While we recognize that we are not able
to make our events completely scent-
free, we are striving towards scent-
reduced event spaces. We ask that event
attendees, staff, and volunteers help by
using scent-free products and leaving
perfume and cologne at home during
Vancouver Pride Society events.

Questions?

Please contact the Vancouver Pride
Society if you have any questions

or concerns about accessibility and
inclusion at Pride events. Email
accessibilityi@vancouverpride.ca or call
our office at 604-687-0955.
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BILL C-16

After years of tireless effort from
countless activists, Bill C-16 finally passed
and became law on June 19th, 2017!

Bill C-16 adds gender expression and
identity as protected grounds to the
Canadian Human Rights Act and to

the Criminal Code provision (which
addresses hate propaganda). This means
that it is now considered a hate crime to
target someone for being transgender,
two-spirit, gender non-conforming or
gender variant. Additionally, somecone’s
gender expression or gender identity
can be considered as an aggravating
circumstance during sentencing.

RADLER

Bill C-1& provides much needed legal
protections for trans, two-spirit, gender
non-conforming and gender variant
people. Having this bill pass does not
mean the fight is over. Social acceptance
does not immediately follow after the
passing of legislation. However, this is

a major step forward in securing the
rights of transgender, two-spirit, gender
non-conforming and gender variant
peoples as well as protecting them from
discrimination.

a’ub )
IGH IGHT

L

PROUD SPONSOR OF VANCOUVER PRIDE

22
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PRIDE RUN + WALK
July 22 -« 8am-Tlam

PRIDE SPORTS DAY _

r.

July 22 = Tlam-5pm ¢

4

Second Beach

Originally called the Teddy Bear Picnic,
this event has a notable history stretching
back to the 1980s. The event served as

an opportunity for members of LGBTQ2+
community to gather in an ocutdoor, public
space, which was uncommon at the time
due to lack of social acceptance.

Freceding Sports Day, Vancouver Front-
runners will be hosting their annual Pride
Run & Walk, with proceeds benefiting
LOUD Business, LOUD Scholarship Foun-
dation, and QOut In Schools.

Fride Sports Day is a fun, active, free, and
family-friendly event which will include live
music, and a variety of sports and recre-
ational activities. Visit the beer garden or

HOLLYBURN

PROFPERTIES LIMITED

24

RENTING WITH PRIDE since 1975

= FIMISH &

take your lunch to the sober picnic space
hosted by Last Door Recovery Society.
Visit our vendors, grab a bite from a food
trucks and see what our Community Part-
ners have to offer. We are proud to partner
this year with three local professional
sports teams: Vancouver Canucks, BC
Lions, and the Vancouver Whitecaps FC.

Second Beach is accessible. Shade tents
will be provided for those who need them.
ASL interpretation and a Deaf social
space will be set up near the main stage.

& & W

» HOLLYBURN.COM
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' ATATE Book & Art
CALL for your taxi at 604-681-1111 5 ! Emponum

DOWNLOAD the app on iPhone or Android

il WA

books, magazines, pride
gear, underwear, jocks,
fetish, leather, lubricants,
massage oils, condoms,
erotica, ropes, adult toys,
& much, much more!

1238 DAVIE STREET
T: 604-669-1753

: OPEN DAILY
www.yellowcabonline.com www.littlesisters.ca
Download the app from the App Store B .
or from Google Play U'url'ﬁnoﬁ.s-, Ou:-ﬁodms., Our fipes.

W sppstore P Gkl

BC NURSES'
UNION

Standing up for health care

PROUD TO SUPPORT
VANCOUVER'’S LGBTQ2+ L G B T Q
COMMUNITY PRIDE

www.bcnu.org
Supporting our community
by promoting the delivery
of safe patient care.

Local age - moels

2017 Pride Guide 25



AGING WITH PRIDE
August 2 = 2pm
Coast Plaza Hotel

Community of Communities

Aging with Pride has been the remark-
able legacy of five organizations. Each
year, the committee weaves new threads,
connecting communities together to
recognize the lived experiences of seniors.
This is a task achieved alongside, and
because of, the persistent efforts of the
activists who have come before and made
space for our projects to flourish. The
AWP committee acknowledges that lega-
cy with admiration and humility.

In Pride, we find affirmation of our worth,
we ground our lived experiences as foun-
dational, and we empower ourselves to
propel our communities forward, breaking
glass ceilings of inclusion within the com-
munity at large and within our own ranks.

This Pride Season our understanding of
community has grown.

To address this, we reflect on what role
AWRP can play in delivering inclusive
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events with underserved communities
who lack representation, access, and
voice. This is work that will take time and
may challenge some of our assumptions
around inclusivity, accessibility, and the
status quo of AWP. Our committee recog-
nizes that work is needed to meaningfully
address these issues. With the greatest
respect to past AWP contributions—con-
tributions that have brought Pride to the
place where we are able to continue to
expand our work to serve all LGBTQ2+
communities - we wanted to reach out
directly to all folks 55+ interested in at-
tending to consider what Aging with Pride
can look like as we continue to address
barriers of access, representation, visibility
and inclusion for this tremendous celebra-
tion of lives well lived.

—Aging with Pride Committee,

411 Seniors Centre, Haro Park Centre,
QMUNITY, South Granville Seniors Centre,
West End Seniors Network.
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LGBTQAI+ REFUGEES

“This has been the proudest day of my
life.” said Sarah, a lesbian from Malaysia.
Sam, a Saudi gay man, said, “l was feeling
pride-fear-pride-fear... and | just kept
dancing through it all.”

Rainbow Refugee has been walking

the Pride Parade for 10 years now. For
people who have survived homophobic,
transphobic or HIV related persecution
the day can be a powerful experience of
belonging, strength, and celebration. As
a queer woman from lran who walked
with us said, "something deep inside you
changes when you are cheered by thou-
sands of people for something you've
carried with shame.”

But everyday is not a Pride Parade, and
we have work to do to make our com-
munities and country a place that truly
welcomes LGBTQ2+ refugee newcomers.

In recent years, we've seen deadly spikes
in homophobic and transphobic violence
internationally: Uganda, Russia, Bangla-
desh, Chechnya and Indonesia. Backlash-
es will continue. Yet, most of the people
who need refugee protection cannot
access it.

LGBTQZ2+ refugees abroad face danger-
ously long waits for resettlement. In Afri-
ca and Asia, LGBTQZ2+ refugees face 4-7
year waits for resettlement, facing the
same risks they fled. The rapid response
to the Syrian resettlement shows what

is possible when the political will and
resources are committed.

In Canada, refugees face unrealistic
deadlines—deadlines the system itself
can't sustain.The number of people ar-
riving in Canada is rising and the current
timelines will fail, yet promised reforms
have been put off indefinitely.

Canada could and should be doing more
to share the responsibility for global
forced displacement. For each person

28

Canada welcomes as a refugee, countries
in the Global South are sustaining 500
people. Turkey alone sustains 3 million.

We have much to celebrate at Pride.
LGETQZ+ refugee newcomers from over
40 countries now make Canada their
home. Canadian LGBTQZ2+ communities
have enthusiastically participated or
donated to Rainbow Refugee or Circles
of Hope making it possible for over 80
LGETQZ+ refugees to come to safety in
15 different Canadian cities. Rainbow Ref-
ugee is proud of this work and with your
support, we can do more.

o Welcome to
(2]
Vancouver :
® A Discussion on
® LGBTQ2+ Refugees

Thursday, August 3rd * 5pm-7pm
SFU's Segal Building, Free

Vancouver Pride Society, in partnership
with the Vancouver Branch of the
Canadian International Council, are
hosting the inaugural Vancouver Pride
Society LGBTQ2+ human rights panel
discussion highlighting local and national
non-profit organizations that support
LGBTQZ+ refugees in both Vancouver
and Canada. It will also highlight the
personal stories of LGBTQ2+ refugees
that have made Vancouver their home
and their harrowing stories of courage,
strength, and survival.

Tickets are $20 with proceeds being
given to Rainbow Refugee.

www.eventbrite.ca/e/welcome-to-
vancouver-a-discussion-on-lgbtg2-
refugees-tickets-35522593032
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KE PRIDE IN BEING

EBT
R E

Book your Free ‘
Consultation @ L 5
Today! - ,

Mayor Gregor Robertson and
VYancouver City Councll wish you a
Happy Pride this year]

& ASSOCIATES

G SANDS @

ik ...%u - C% Y OF 1-800-661-3030 | sands-trustee.com

Licensed Insolvency Trustees

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF
VANC_OU_V_ER PRIDE

- We uffer a full range nf services to help
you with all your automotive needs.

- » Comprehansive line of new Honda vehicles
» Quality used vehicles » Trusted Honda car repair
= Original Honda parts and more!

Dealership 2o
2014, 2016, 20

““;:;‘F:e“g!"i._’ e SALES: 604 736 2821 : SERVICE: 604 736 4547
i ? At 8th Ave & Burrard -# At the entrance of Granville Island

CARTER At th Ave: .8. Bu rrard S.t. . carterhnnd.a com
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DAVIE STREET FESTIVAL
August 4 « 6pm-12am
Davie Street between Burrard and Jervis, Free

EXIT
ONLY

COMMUNITY

BAR SILENT DISCO WASHROO
BUTE PIARKET BAR FOOD VEND
STAGE TOP-UP STATION

ﬁ — [
| PRIDE p—
- = GATEWAY .  — =

— - e 7.’ ..

BUTE
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In 2015, the Davie Street festival became
the first open concept liquor event in
the city of Vancouver. This all ages event
continued its evolution in 2016 with the
closure of Thurlow, creating a connected
event site that provides entertainment
for the entire family.

With a rich history, the event showcases
Davie Village in a unigue way and allows
the community a chance to interact with
the businesses on the street. This year,
look for a silent disco, amazing inter-
active art pieces including the light up

2017 Pride Guide

rainbow cloud swing and the new Pride
Living Library, purchase some pride gear
from our plethora of queer-friendly ven-
dors, and grab a bite to eat from one of
many food trucks.

With strong partnerships with the West
End BlA and local businesses, this event
will continue to flourish in 2017 and

fidom

Go get it.
EXIT
ONLY
E _—
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m - ¢
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e < — _-.
e g — ‘— 5
a BAR . %
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S :
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TERRY WALLACE MEMORIAL BREAKFAST
August 5 « 8am-12pm
Jim Deva Plaza, Free

The Vancouver Pride Society invites
you to join us for a by-donation
community breakfast honouring
one of the founders of Pride in
Vancouver.

Enjoy pancakes and other breakfast
delights in the heart of the Davie
Village, courtesy of Independent
Grocer and Super Save Group.
Browse through historical archives,
socialize with other community
members, and check out the new
Fride Living Library.

&Independent

Have a SAFE AND HAPPY
PRIDE from your neighborhood
grocery store.

Pick up your new PC Plus Points ¥}
card in-store today! _g-

Download your personalized weekly offers on o
your smartphone and earn points towards W
dollars off your grocery bill!

ndent &

2 € - 1255 Davie Street - (604) 688-0911
yourindependentgrocer.ca - OPEN 7 days 7am-3am

L
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#GoGetProud

LET’S CELEBRATE DIVERSITY WITH PRIDE.
COME AND JOIN US AT PRIDE VANCOUVER
AUGUST 4 - 6.




SUNSET BEACH FESTIVAL

August 6 * Tlam-6pm
Sunset Beach, Free

Celebrate Pride at the annual Sunset
Beach Festival. This event brings
together thousands of individuals in the
LGBETGQZ2+ communiy and their allies for
a day of fun-filled festivities. Enjoy the
diverse entertainment lineup at the main
stage, explore the Vendor Village, visit
the Family Zone and check out our brand
new Community Zone, or dance the
afternocon away to DJs spinning in the
beer garden. Stay for the whole day, or
pop by after the parade.

Sunset beach is completely accessible.
Shade tents will be provided next to
cement pathways for those who need

it. ASL interpretation and a Deaf social
space are provided near the main
stage. For information on the day of the
event, visit the VPS volunteers in the
Accessibility Zone.

Don't forget that the West End is
incredibly busy on Pride Sunday!
Consider taking transit or biking. Bike
Valet will be provided by donation.
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This year the Sunset Beach Festival will
include a brand new Community Zone,
featuring our Community Partners who
will have interactive activities set up for
your enjoyment. Stop by and say hellg,
check out our brand new Pride Living
Library, see the archives, play some
games and see what our communities
have to offer.

Join us at the Family Fun Zone
presented by Hollyburn Properties

After a hot day of cheering on the
fabulous parade entries, stroll down to
the Pride Festival's Family Fun Zone at
Jervis and Beach for delicious street
food and cool beverages. The Family
Zone features free and by-donation
entertainment for the whole family,
including a bouncy castle, the TD Kids
Mural and more.
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" Medicann

Vancouver’s leading Medical Cannabis Dispensary

“Medicann provides an alternative therapy
to those searching searching for a holistic approach”

Vancouver’s Largest CBD Selection

3178 Cambie Street Tel: 604-558-2266
Vancouver, BC V57 2W?2 Fax: 604-558-2267

westcoastmedicann.com
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Proudly Sponsoring
Vancouver Pride 2017




As more and more licensed producers sprout up
in Canada's newly flowering medical marijuana
market, we now have the opportunity to align
ourselves with brands according to our shared
values.

While some licensed producers (LPs) are focused
on their bottom lines, there's one company in
particular who's building their brand around three
powerful concepts — compassion, quality, and

inclusivity. And that company is Aurora Cannabis.

VHOHNY S

Jenn B.

e $9/gram Standard Pricing

¢ $6/gram Compassionate Pricing
* Free Shipping Canada-wide"’

* Rigorous Quality Control

e Variety of Oil Products

WWW.AURORAMJ.COM

“Your strains are top
notch, your customer
service is great, and my
experience has been

nothing but positive.”

Kerry B.

REMOVING
BARRIERS

“Thank you for taking the effort to meet and exceed the expectations

of the industry and consumers. You have me as a customer for life”




39TH ANNUAL PRIDE PARADE
August 6 * 12pm-3pm
Robson Street, Denman Street, Beach Avenue

The Vancouver Pride Parade is renowned
on the international stage as one of the
largest and most successful LGBTQZ2+
events in the world.

The theme of this year’s Parade is “My
Pride.” Vancouver Pride Society recog-
nizes that for each individual, Pride and
its events can be a very unique personal
experience with both celebratory and
deeply emotional components. Use
#MyPride on social media to tell us what
Fride means to you.

Vote for your favourite entries! All entries
in the 2017 Vancouver Pride Parade are
eligible for awards, so don’t forget to
vote! Visit vancouverpride.ca on Pride
Sunday for instructions, or vote on our
Vancouver Pride App.

Don't forget these important tips and
tricks :

* Please stay off the road. Let marchers
come to you to give you free swag and
ensure that floats have lots of room to
move.
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* No spraying water or throwing objects
at entries.

* Pack it in, pack it out! Help the Van-
couver Pride Parade become zero
impact by using garbage bins and recy-
cling stations along the parade route.

* Be aware of road closures on Pride
Sunday. The Parade begins at 12:00pm
sharp, but roads will be closed from
8am-4pm.

* Leave your car at home! Parking near
the Parade route is extremely limited,
so take transit or ride a bike and check
it at the Bike Valet on Sunset Beach.

+ Open alcohol is prohibited on the
streets and parks so leave it at home.
Come to the Beer Garden at Sunset
Beach after the Parade and have a toast
with us there.

* Practice sun safety! Wear a hat, apply
sunscreen and make sure to stay hy-
drated!
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ACCESSIBLE VIEWING

along the Parade route

NEW Accessible Viewing Along
The Parade Route

NOTICE OF LOCATION CHANGE

The main Pride Parade Accessible Viewing
location has been moved from Alexandra
Fark to the south side of Beach at Brough-
ton. This area is larger and provides a better
view of the Pride Parade. It is also a shorter
distance to the Sunset Beach Festival!

Multiple Parade Viewing Areas

We have expanded from two to three Pride
Parade Accessible Viewing Areas along

the Parade Route. This will give folks more
choice as to where they would like to view
the Pride Parade from!

The West End Community Centre offers: = A
shaded seating area

* Accessible washrooms

= Water station

Robson and Nicola offers:
* A shaded seating area

* Accessible washrooms

* Water station

There is an accessible parking area close to
this space, but there is limited space—please
contact accessibilityi@vancouverpride.ca
about parking.
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The NEW Beach and Broughton

Accessible Viewing Area offers:

+ NEW—Accessibility Shuttle Service to
and from Transit to Parade and Festival.
Please contact accessibilitya@
vancouverpride.ca for more details.

* ASL interpretation of Parade
commentary

* Visual description of Pride Parade

* Intervenor services if requested for Deaf-
Blind community members

* Increased shaded seating area

* Raised bleachers for expanded
Accessible Viewing

* Water Station

* Limited adjacent Accessibility Parking
prior to Mlam. Vehicles can not be
removed until end of Pride Parade at
approximately 3pm. Please contact
accessibility@vancouverpride.ca to
arrange.

Accessible seating is available to anyone
who requests it as well as their friends
and family! We ask that you take the time
to make reservations so that we can plan
for capacity and add additional space if
required. We request only your first name,
the number of pecple in your party, and
which location you would like to attend. To
make a reservation, or to request interve-
nor services, please call 604-687-0955 or
email accessibilityi@vancouverpride.ca. No
one will be turned away on Parade Day as
long as space is available.

Descriptive Interpretation must be
reserved through VocalEye at 604-364-
5949 or infoi@vocaleye.ca
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VANCOUVER 2017 PRIDE MAP

1. Roundhouse 20. Gordon
Community Arts Neighbourhood
& Recreation Centre House
181 Roundhouse Mews 1019 Br